
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 119:97-104 – 

 
97

 Oh, how I love your law!  I meditate 

on it all day long.  
98

 Your commands make me wiser than 

my enemies, for they are ever with me.  
99

 I have more insight than all my 

teachers, for I meditate on your 

statutes.  
100

 I have more understanding than the 

elders, for I obey your precepts.  
101

 I have kept my feet from every evil 

path so that I might obey your word.  
102

 I have not departed from your laws,  

   for you yourself have taught me.  
103

 How sweet are your words to my 

taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!  
104

 I gain understanding from your 

precepts; therefore I hate every wrong 

path.  

  
Let’s start out today with a little 

quiz!  I’m wondering if you can guess what 

book series has the following characters.  I’ll 

see if I can make it harder at first, for those 

of you who like a challenge.  What book 

series has these characters: Grace, Carrie, 

and Reverend Alden? 

If you weren’t able to come up with 

it, here are some more characters: Mary, Mr. 

Edwards, and Caroline.   
 

For those of you who still haven’t 

guessed it, how about these main characters: 

Laura, Almanzo, and Charles Ingalls.  These 

people were all in the book series “Little 

House on the Prairie.”  The “Little House” 

books have been a well-loved series ever 

since they were written in the 1930’s and 

40’s.  Many of you could probably tell me 

titles of the books.  You could probably 

recount some of the more memorable events 

in them, such as the family’s migration west 

from Wisconsin, the long winter, and Laura 

and Almanzo’s courtship.  Some of you 

have probably read and re-read those books 

if you enjoy them. 
 

There’s nothing like a good book 

series!  If you haven’t read the “Little 

House” books, you may have your own 

favorite: 

 The Chronicles of Narnia 

 The Lord of the Rings 

 Sherlock Holmes        
 

 Today I’d like to recommend another 

book series to you.  It’s better than all of the 

ones I’ve mentioned.  There are 66 total 

books in the collection, and one writer is 

behind all of them.  The book collection is 

none other than the Holy Bible. 
 

 “Oh yes, I’m quite familiar with it!” 

you say.  I’m sure that many of you are, but 

Psalm 119 is a great text for us to consider 

today because I’m constantly surprised how 

many Christians have not read through the 

Bible recently.  Have you?  Or I’m surprised 

how many Christians would struggle to 

know the titles of all 66 books.  So today, 

let’s consider the theme, “I Love This Book 

Series!”  We will see: 
 

1. Why we feel this way 
  

2. How we show this is true 
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1 – In your Sermon Notes in the 

bulletin today, you’ll notice that there are 

four reasons we can write down for why this 

psalm writer loved the Word of God.  We 

read, “Oh, how I love your law!  I meditate 

on it all day long.  Your commands make me 

wiser than my enemies, for they are ever 

with me.”  The first reason the psalmist 

loved God’s book series is that it made him 

wise.    

 

“Wisdom” is a unique word.  It is 

different than simply having “head 

knowledge.”  Having wisdom means more 

than the fact that a person might be a know-

it-all.  Wisdom means that you have put 

knowledge into practice and learned your 

lessons well for your actions.   

 

God’s Word is the fountain of true 

wisdom.  It imparts different wisdom than 

the world around us gives.  What would the 

world say is true wisdom and meaning in 

life?  You will find those who say: 

 Make the most money and buy the 

most things for true success and 

happiness 

 Seek out the companionship of 

the most women or men that you 

can find for true happiness 

 Job promotions and achievement 

will give you the greatest 

happiness 

 Making your own rules and doing 

your own thing are goals you 

should strive for 

What does the Word of God say? 
 

 “The fear of the LORD is the 

beginning of wisdom.” (Proverbs 

9:10) 
 

 “From infancy you have known 

the Holy Scriptures which are 

able to make you wise for 

salvation.” (2 Timothy 3:15) 
 

The Bible tells us that without 

knowledge of and faith in the God of 

Scripture, you’re a fool.  “The fool says in 

his heart, ‘There is no God.’ ” (Psalm 14:1). 

You were born a fool, with a sinful nature.   

“The man without the Spirit does not accept 

the things that come from the Spirit of God, 

for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot 

understand them, because they are spiritually 

discerned.” (2 Corinthians 2:14)  It’s a truth 

that hurts our sinful pride, but it’s the truth 

according to God’s book series.  God clearly 

reveals how by nature we have thought 

foolishly, spoken foolishly, and acted 

foolishly.  I’m sure you can search your 

memory banks and easily find episodes in 

your personal history that show this is true.  

Our foolishness has earned us a one-way trip 

away from God to hell. 

 

However, God’s book series reveals 

eternal wisdom for your future.  As Paul 

says, it makes us “wise for salvation.”  It 

reveals the main character of the series.  He 

is none other than Jesus Christ, the Son of 

God.  He has done none other than come to 

earth in the flesh and lived a holy life for you.  

He has done none other than died on the 

cross as payment for your sins.  He has done 

none other than saved you!  That’s what has 

been revealed in God’s book series!  And the 

psalmist says that this news is “ever with 

me.”  Literally, he says that they are with him 

forever.  This is wisdom that goes beyond 

this life.  

 

How wise can this make you?  The 

psalmist writes, “I have more insight than all 

my teachers, for I meditate on your statutes.”  

This is not a smart aleck student in a 

classroom who thinks he knows more than 

the teacher up front.  The writer knows that 

a believer has more wisdom than any 



worldly teacher that may have achieved 

high honors and degrees. 

 

“I have more understanding than the 

elders, for I obey your precepts.”  Literally, 

the word for elders usually means simply 

“older people,” people with much life 

experience.  A young believer in Christ has 

more wisdom than someone who has a 

great deal of life experience but has not 

put their faith in the Son of God. 

 

Last year, Samuel T. Cohen died.  

Some of you may know who he was.  He was 

the inventor of the neutron nuclear bomb.  

From the 1950’s on, he was a scientist who 

worked on developing and perfecting that 

weapon of war.  He was a smart person!  Are 

you wiser?  If Samuel T. Cohen did not know 

and believe in Jesus Christ as his Savior, you 

are indeed wiser, even though you cannot 

deduce how to make a nuclear weapon.  

What a blessing God’s book series brings! 

 

One other reason we feel this way is 

revealed in verse 102: “I have not departed 

from your laws, for you yourself have taught 

me.”  “You yourself” have taught me!  Can 

we really say that about this book series?  Is 

God himself the author?  Does he himself 

teach us as we read it? 

 

This brings to mind some verses that 

say it is so: 

 “The Spirit of the LORD spoke 

through me; his word was on my 

tongue.” (2 Samuel 23:2) 

 “Prophecy never had its origin 

in the will of man, but men spoke 

from God as they were carried 

along by the Holy Spirit.” (2 

Peter 1:21)  

 “All Scripture is God-breathed.” 

(2 Timothy 3:16) 

Although God allowed the writers to have 

their own styles and even do research to write 

their books, the Bible is clear that God the 

Holy Spirit is the ultimate Author of this 

book series.  This teaching is called “verbal 

inspiration.” 

 

I’ve heard many people say, “I wish I 

could read God’s mind.”  “I wish God would 

speak to me.”  “I wish I knew what God was 

thinking!”  The fact is; we do!  All a person 

needs to do is open their Bible and read the 

mind and plan of God.  This is no “book of 

man” that we have; it is what God himself 

has revealed to us. 

 

Therefore, the psalmist writes: “How 

sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter 

than honey to my mouth!”  It is sweet to 

read!  It is as pleasing as your favorite 

dessert.  Why?  Because it soothes your 

conscience and quells your fears.  You are 

going to die someday, unless Judgment Day 

comes first.  And the fear of leaving this 

world and losing your life is calmed by the 

gospel of Jesus, the sweet words of 

forgiveness and eternal life that the Bible has 

revealed! 

 

 2 – That’s why we, along with the 

psalmist, love God’s book series.  He now 

goes on to tell us how he (and we) show that 

this is true.  How does love show itself?  For 

example, how do you know if a couple loves 

each other?  Love is shown by being present 

with the one you love.  A couple that’s in 

love will be together often (sometimes to the 

nausea of their friends!).  They will 

constantly be walking and talking, on the 

phone, or texting. 

 

Love for God’s book series will 

show itself in the same way.  The writer 

said, “Oh, how I love your law!  I meditate 

on it all day long.”  He “meditates” on it.  

The word “meditation” has taken on a 



negative connotation in some Christian 

circles.  Due to the eastern religions in the 

world, we might think first about their 

emphasis of “emptying yourself” to “think 

about nothing” in your meditation.  The 

psalmist doesn’t mean that at all!  The 

Hebrew word here means, “To go over a 

matter in your mind, either inwardly or 

verbally.”  You’re thinking about something 

concrete, and even saying out loud what 

you’re meditating on.  This is how a Bible 

lover will treat the Word. 

 

The way Psalm 119 was constructed 

shows that this is very true.  This psalm is 

what’s called an “acrostic.”  English 

scholars here know that an acrostic poem is 

crafted so the beginning letters of the lines 

do something special.  Some English poems 

(and Hebrew too) will have each line start 

with the next letter of the alphabet, A-Z.  If 

you look at Psalm 119 in your Bible, you’ll 

see that it’s divided into 22 sections with 22 

funny headings: Aleph, Beth, Gimel, Daleth, 

etc.  Those are the letters of the Hebrew 

alphabet.  Each section’s verses begin with 

the letter that is the title of the heading.  And 

each section has eight verses.  The heading 

of our text is Mem (M).  In the Hebrew, 

each verse in this section starts with M.   

 

Why was it written this way?  For 

fun?  No, this is a way to poetically and 

beautifully consider God’s Word and 

memorize it.  It’s an aid to meditating on it. 

 

When does the psalmist do this?  

“All day long.”  This doesn’t mean that he 

walks around holding an open Bible in his 

hand all day long, but that God’s Word is on 

his mind and in his heart all day long.  The 

decisions he makes are guided by it.  His 

conversation is guided by it. 

 

How else does he show his love for 

God’s Word?  Verse 101 says, “I have kept 

my feet from every evil path so that I might 

obey your word.”  He obeys God’s Word.  

He has taken the next step and follows what 

it says in his actions.  The picture of 

“keeping his feet” is an interesting one.  

Literally, it says he has “restrained his feet.”  

His feet naturally would have wanted to go 

there and were drawn to a direction by their 

own mind.  But he has changed their 

direction because of what God’s Word has 

taught him.    

 

Finally, he also expresses his love 

for the Word by saying, “I gain 

understanding from your precepts; therefore 

I hate every wrong path.”  Not only does he 

avoid sinful paths, but he hates them.  

Really?  Hates?  It may seem drastic to say 

that a Christian hates, but a Christian detests 

sinful actions as much as God does.  They 

are not neutral or even funny; they are 

detestable. 

 

So how can you put this into practice 

like the psalmist?  Or should you?  Perhaps 

this seems like meditation - like this is only 

for people who want to hole themselves 

away in a monastery somewhere.  It can be 

surprising how longtime Christians can find 

time to do so many things, but not read the 

Word of God: 

 I’m surprised that a person could 

have the time to read a novel 2 

inches thick, but have no real 

plan for reading their Bible. 

 I’m surprised that a person could 

read the daily paper most days, 

but say “I know what I need to 

know” when it comes to reading 

the Scriptures. 

 I’m surprised that a person has 

plenty of time to keep up to date 

with everyone on Facebook, but 

has no desire to spend that much 

time in the Scriptures.  



 I’m surprised that people would 

have the time to watch America’s 

Got Talent or tune in to see who 

the next American Idol might be, 

but have no time for reading an 

epistle. 

 I’m surprised that a person might 

have the time to track political 

banter daily, but would not be 

able to tell us what book of the 

Bible David’s life is in. 

 I’m surprised that a person might 

know all their favorite sports 

team’s players’ numbers and 

what college they attended, but 

wouldn’t be able to even recite 

the 66 books of the Bible. 

How can you break the cycle, if 

you’ve spent precious little time in God’s 

Word lately?  Our church’s full fall schedule 

begins next week.  Sunday School, Teen 

Bible study, and Adult Bible study start up 

again.  We will be offering two Bible studies 

many Sundays and there are three groups 

that meet during the week.  Plan to be there!  

Plan to meditate on God’s Word and grow in 

it.   

 

How can you plug the Word into 

your personal life more?  For the person’s 

schedule which seems to be jam packed all 

the time, one-page devotionals have sprung 

up in our times.  You’ve probably seen a 

variety of these books, which have a one-

minute thought of the day.  I’d like to 

suggest today that you try harder this year.   

I’d like to suggest you pick one of the 

following: 

 Reading the whole Bible this 

school year.  In one of our 

standard Bibles in the Fellowship 

Hall, that would mean you’d read 

7 pages a day.  This is realistic – 

Why not this year? 

 Use the One-Year Bible to have 

readings programmed that go 

together to read through the 

Bible in a year. 

 Read through the NT volumes of 

the People’s Bible this year, and 

the OT next year.  This is a 

commentary for a layperson’s 

level, which explains very clearly 

what Scripture is saying.  

 Perhaps you don’t like to read.  If 

not, why not listen to a 

dramatized recording of 

Scripture while in your car or at 

home this year?  Or download it 

onto your MP3 player? 

 There are many ways you can 

meditate on God’s Word deeply in the 

coming year! 

 

After all, this is the best book series 

that has ever been written.  It has 

implications that last for eternity and is the 

means through which God keeps our faith 

strong. 

 

I love this book series!  And I know 

you do too.  May God move us to deep 

spiritual growth this year, which continues 

throughout our life!   Amen. 

 
 


